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2 - Data for September 2020 Tracking Mississippi’s Workforce  

 
Overview 

State & Metro Trends is a publication of the Mississippi Department of Employment Security. For additional 
information, contact the Labor Market Information Department, email lmi-info@mdes.ms.gov. 

This issue reflects labor market information for September 2020.  

All data presented in this publication is not seasonally adjusted. Seasonally adjusted data for state and 
metropolitan statistical areas may be found on the BLS website at bls.gov/sae/ 

Data presented is based on estimates and may not add due to rounding. Funding is provided by the U.S. 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

 

Data collection was affected by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. In the establishment survey, 
approximately one-fifth of the establishments are assigned to four regional data collection centers for 
collection. Although these centers were closed, interviewers at these centers worked remotely to collect data 
by telephone. Additionally, BLS encouraged businesses to report electronically. The collection rate for the 
establishment survey was 70 percent in September, 5 percentage points lower than the average for the 12 
months ending in February 2020. 

In the establishment survey, workers who are paid by their employer for all or any part of the pay period 
including the 12th of the month are counted as employed, even if they were not actually at their jobs. Workers 
who are temporarily or permanently absent from their jobs and are not being paid are not counted as 
employed, even if they are continuing to receive benefits. 

More information is available at www.bls.gov/covid19/employment-situation-covid19-faq-september-
2020.htm 

 

Related Websites: 
Bureau of Labor Statistics  bls.gov 
Job Central  jobcentral.org/ms/ 
US Census Bureau  census.gov 
Bureau of Economic Analysis  bea.gov 
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Mississippi Nonfarm Employment 

 Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 

  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

Total Nonfarm Employment 1,132,200 1,122,800 1,160,800 9,400 0.8 (28,600) (2.5) 
Total Private 893,800 888,300 915,500 5,500 0.6 (21,700) (2.4) 
Goods Producing 193,800 192,300 197,700 1,500 0.8 (3,900) (2.0) 
Service Providing 938,400 930,500 963,100 7,900 0.8 (24,700) (2.6) 
   Private Service Providing 700,000 696,000  717,800  4,000  0.6  (17,800) (2.5) 
Mining & Logging 6,100 6,100 6,700 0 0.0 (600) (9.0) 
Construction 42,700 42,400 44,700 300 0.7 (2,000) (4.5) 
Manufacturing                145,000 143,800 146,300 1,200 0.8 (1,300) (0.9) 
   Durable Goods 91,500 91,100 96,300 400 0.4 (4,800) (5.0) 
        Wood Product Manufacturing 7,300 7,300  9,200  0  0.0  (1,900) (20.7) 
           Sawmill-Wood Preservation 3,800 3,800  3,900  0  0.0  (100) (2.6) 
        Fabricated Metals 10,500 10,600  10,200  (100) (0.9) 300  2.9  
        Machinery Manufacturing 13,600 13,300  13,100  300  2.3  500  3.8  
        Electrical Equipment & Appliances 6,400 6,500  7,100  (100) (1.5) (700) (9.9) 
            Electrical Equipment 5,000 5,000  5,500  0  0.0  (500) (9.1) 
        Transportation Equipment 26,600 26,600  27,200  0  0.0  (600) (2.2) 
           Motor Vehicle Parts 5,300 5,300  5,900  0  0.0  (600) (10.2) 
           Ship & Boat Building 11,900 11,900  11,500  0  0.0  400  3.5  
        Furniture & Related 16,100 16,000  17,900  100  0.6  (1,800) (10.1) 
   Nondurable Goods 53,500 52,700 50,000 800 1.5 3,500 7.0 
        Food Manufacturing 25,400 25,500  24,200  (100) (0.4) 1,200  5.0  
           Animal Slaughtering 19,100 19,100  17,900  0  0.0  1,200  6.7  
        Paper Manufacturing 4,400 4,100  4,100  300  7.3  300  7.3  
        Plastics & Rubber 7,400 7,200  7,400  200  2.8  0  0.0  
Trade, Transportation & Utilities 229,300 229,100 229,400 200 0.1 (100) (0.0) 
  Wholesale Trade          33,500 33,500  34,400  0  0.0  (900) (2.6) 
  Retail Trade          137,300 137,800  134,100  (500) (0.4) 3,200  2.4  
     Food & Beverage Stores 17,700 17,900  17,700  (200) (1.1) 0  0.0  
        Grocery Stores 15,700 15,700  15,800  0  0.0  (100) (0.6) 
     General Merchandise 36,500 38,100  34,900  (1,600) (4.2) 1,600  4.6  
        Department Stores 5,800 5,800  5,500  0  0.0  300  5.5  
        Other General Merchandise 30,700 32,300  29,400  (1,600) (5.0) 1,300  4.4  
 Transportation, Warehouse, Utilities 58,500 57,800  60,900  700  1.2  (2,400) (3.9) 
    Utilities         7,800 7,800  7,700  0  0.0  100  1.3  
    Transportation & Warehousing 50,700 50,000  53,200  700  1.4  (2,500) (4.7) 
        Warehousing & Storage 15,500 15,500  15,100  0  0.0  400  2.6  
Information    9,200 9,000 10,500 200 2.2 (1,300) (12.4) 
   Telecommunications 5,100 5,000  5,500  100  2.0  (400) (7.3) 
Financial Activities 42,900 42,800 44,400 100 0.2 (1,500) (3.4) 
  Finance & Insurance 31,500 31,600  32,700  (100) (0.3) (1,200) (3.7) 
     Credit Intermediation 18,800 18,900  19,600  (100) (0.5) (800) (4.1) 
       Depository Credit Intermediation 14,300 14,300  14,400  0  0.0  (100) (0.7) 
     Insurance Carriers 11,900 11,900  11,800  0  0.0  100  0.8  
  Real Estate & Rental 11,400 11,200  11,700  200  1.8  (300) (2.6) 
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Mississippi Nonfarm Employment – continued 

 Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 

  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

Professional & Business Services 105,300 105,100 107,900 200 0.2 (2,600) (2.4) 
  Prof., Scientific, Technical Services 32,100 32,300  30,800  (200) (0.6) 1,300  4.2  
  Management of Companies 11,200 11,100  11,100  100  0.9  100  0.9  
  Admin. Support & Waste Management 62,000 61,700  66,000  300  0.5  (4,000) (6.1) 
Educational & Health Services 139,700 138,300 148,000 1,400 1.0 (8,300) (5.6) 
  Education Services 11,600 10,500  12,100  1,100  10.5  (500) (4.1) 
  Health Care & Social Assistance 128,100 127,800  135,900  300  0.2  (7,800) (5.7) 
     Hospitals 28,600 28,500  30,100  100  0.4  (1,500) (5.0) 
     Nursing & Resident Care  22,100 22,300  25,200  (200) (0.9) (3,100) (12.3) 
Leisure & Hospitality 133,400 130,900 137,200 2,500 1.9 (3,800) (2.8) 
  Arts, Entertainment, Recreation 6,500 6,500  9,900  0  0.0  (3,400) (34.3) 
     Amusements, Gambling, Recreation 6,500 6,500  8,700  0  0.0  (2,200) (25.3) 
  Accommodation & Food Services 126,900 124,400  127,300  2,500  2.0  (400) (0.3) 
     Accommodation 27,300 26,900  29,600  400  1.5  (2,300) (7.8) 
     Food Services & Drinking 99,600 97,500  97,700  2,100  2.2  1,900  1.9  
Other Services (Private) 40,200 40,800 40,400 (600) (1.5) (200) (0.5) 
   Repair & Maintenance 8,800 9,000  9,600  (200) (2.2) (800) (8.3) 
Government 238,400 234,500 245,300 3,900 1.7 (6,900) (2.8) 
   Federal 28,200 28,600  26,000  (400) (1.4) 2,200  8.5  
   State 54,900 54,100  61,200  800  1.5  (6,300) (10.3) 
       State Education 20,100 18,800  25,000  1,300  6.9  (4,900) (19.6) 
   Local 155,300 151,800  158,100  3,500  2.3  (2,800) (1.8) 
       Local Education 82,100 78,500  82,600  3,600  4.6  (500) (0.6) 
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Gulfport-Biloxi-Pascagoula MSA Nonfarm Employment  
Includes Hancock, Harrison & Jackson Counties 

 

Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 
Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

Total Nonfarm Employment 151,400 152,800 156,000 (1,400) (0.9) (4,600) (2.9) 

  Total Private 117,300 118,800 122,100 (1,500) (1.3) (4,800) (3.9) 

  Goods Producing 25,200 25,300 24,700 (100) (0.4) 500 2.0 

  Service Providing 126,200 127,500 131,300 (1,300) (1.0) (5,100) (3.9) 

    Private Service Providing 92,100 93,500  97,400  (1,400) (1.5) (5,300) (5.4) 

Mining, Logging, & Construction 7,400 7,500 7,700 (100) (1.3) (300) (3.9) 

Manufacturing                17,800 17,800 17,000 0 0.0 800 4.7 

Trade, Transportation & Utilities 24,000 24,200 24,500 (200) (0.8) (500) (2.0) 

    Wholesale Trade 2,400 2,400  2,400  0  0.0  0  0.0  

    Retail Trade 17,500 17,800  17,800  (300) (1.7) (300) (1.7) 

    Transportation, Warehousing, Utilities 4,100 4,000  4,300  100  2.5  (200) (4.7) 

Information 1,200 1,200 1,300 0 0.0 (100) (7.7) 

Financial Activities 5,100 5,200 5,100 (100) (1.9) 0 0.0 

Professional and  Business Services 14,900 15,400 16,100 (500) (3.2) (1,200) (7.5) 

Education and Health Services 12,700 12,500 13,100 200 1.6 (400) (3.1) 

Leisure and Hospitality 29,000 29,600 32,000 (600) (2.0) (3,000) (9.4) 

Other Services 5,200 5,400 5,300 (200) (3.7) (100) (1.9) 

Government 34,100 34,000 33,900 100 0.3 200 0.6 

   Federal 9,800 9,900  9,200  (100) (1.0) 600  6.5  

   State 2,200 2,100  2,500  100  4.8  (300) (12.0) 

   Local 22,100 22,000  22,200  100  0.5  (100) (0.5) 

       Local Education 9,800 9,600  9,700  200  2.1  100  1.0  
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Hattiesburg MSA Nonfarm Employment 
Includes Forrest, Lamar & Perry Counties 

 Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 
  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

Total Nonfarm Employment 64,300 63,200 65,600 1,100 1.7 (1,300) (2.0) 

  Total Private 50,500 49,600 50,600 900 1.8 (100) (0.2) 

  Goods Producing 7,400 7,300 7,600 100 1.4 (200) (2.6) 

  Service Providing 56,900 55,900 58,000 1,000 1.8 (1,100) (1.9) 

     Private Service Providing 43,100 42,300 43,000 800 1.9 100 0.2 

Manufacturing                4,700 4,700 4,800 0 0.0 (100) (2.1) 

Trade, Transportation & Utilities 14,300 14,000 13,500 300 2.1 800 5.9 

  Retail Trade          9,300 9,200  8,900  100  1.1  400  4.5  

Leisure & Hospitality 8,800 8,700 8,400 100 1.1 400 4.8 

Government 13,800 13,600 15,000 200 1.5 (1,200) (8.0) 

   Federal 1,000 1,000  800  0  0.0  200  25.0  

   State 3,100 2,900  4,200  200  6.9  (1,100) (26.2) 

   Local 9,700 9,700  10,000  0  0.0  (300) (3.0) 

       Local Education 4,000 4,000  3,900  0  0.0  100  2.6  
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Jackson MSA Nonfarm Employment 
Includes Copiah, Hinds, Madison, Rankin, Simpson & Yazoo Counties 

 

Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 
Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

Total Nonfarm Employment 269,500 266,300 279,900 3,200 1.2 (10,400) (3.7) 

  Total Private 213,400 211,400 222,300 2,000 0.9 (8,900) (4.0) 

  Goods Producing 30,200 30,400 31,900 (200) (0.7) (1,700) (5.3) 

  Service Providing 239,300 235,900 248,000 3,400 1.4 (8,700) (3.5) 

    Private Service Providing 183,200 181,000  190,400  2,200  1.2  (7,200) (3.8) 

Mining & Logging 800 800 900 0 0.0 (100) (11.1) 

Construction 9,300 9,300 10,400 0 0.0 (1,100) (10.6) 

Manufacturing                20,100 20,300 20,600 (200) (1.0) (500) (2.4) 

   Durable Goods 12,400 12,600 13,200 (200) (1.6) (800) (6.1) 

        Transportation Equipment 6,100 6,200  6,500  (100) (1.6) (400) (6.2) 

   Nondurable Goods 7,700 7,700 7,400 0 0.0 300 4.1 

Trade, Transportation & Utilities 52,600 52,500 52,000 100 0.2 600 1.2 

  Wholesale Trade          10,000 10,100  10,400  (100) (1.0) (400) (3.8) 

  Retail Trade          29,300 29,200  27,700  100  0.3  1,600  5.8  

    General Merchandise 6,800 7,100  6,300  (300) (4.2) 500  7.9  

  Transportation, Warehousing & Utilities 13,300 13,200  13,900  100  0.8  (600) (4.3) 

Information    3,300 3,100 3,400 200 6.5 (100) (2.9) 

Financial Activities 15,000 15,000 15,600 0 0.0 (600) (3.8) 

  Finance & Insurance 11,700 11,700  12,100  0  0.0  (400) (3.3) 

Professional & Business Services 32,800 32,300 33,900 500 1.5 (1,100) (3.2) 

  Prof., Scientific, Technical Services 12,200 12,000  11,200  200  1.7  1,000  8.9  

  Management of Companies 4,100 4,100  4,300  0  0.0  (200) (4.7) 

  Admin. Support & Waste Management 16,500 16,200  18,400  300  1.9  (1,900) (10.3) 

Educational & Health Services 41,500 40,400 45,100 1,100 2.7 (3,600) (8.0) 

  Health Care & Social Assistance 35,800 35,400  39,400  400  1.1  (3,600) (9.1) 

     Hospitals 8,800 8,800  9,400  0  0.0  (600) (6.4) 

Leisure & Hospitality 24,900 24,500 26,900 400 1.6 (2,000) (7.4) 

  Accommodation & Food Services 23,500 23,100  24,400  400  1.7  (900) (3.7) 

Other Services (Private) 13,100 13,200 13,500 (100) (0.8) (400) (3.0) 

Government 56,100 54,900 57,600 1,200 2.2 (1,500) (2.6) 

   Federal 6,600 6,600  6,200  0  0.0  400  6.5  

   State 26,300 25,800  27,400  500  1.9  (1,100) (4.0) 

       State Education 6,600 5,800  7,200  800  13.8  (600) (8.3) 

   Local 23,200 22,500  24,000  700  3.1  (800) (3.3) 

       Local Education 14,600 13,800  15,200  800  5.8  (600) (3.9) 
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Jackson MSA Nonfarm Employment – continued 
Includes Copiah, Hinds, Madison, Rankin, Simpson & Yazoo Counties 
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Hours & Earnings 

All Workers       
   

  Average Weekly Earnings Average Weekly Hours Average Hourly Earnings 
  Preliminary Revised Revised Prelim. Revised Revised Prelim. Revised Revised 
  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 

MISSISSIPPI               
Total Private Nonfarm $770.04 $786.23  $781.19  34.5 35.4 35.3 $22.32 $22.21  $22.13  

Private Goods Producing $917.70 $973.16  $980.63  38.0 39.9 41.8 $24.15 $24.39  $23.46  

Private Service Providing $728.29 $733.49  $725.95  33.5 34.1 33.5 $21.74 $21.51  $21.67  

Construction $915.33 $935.34  $984.74  39.1 39.3 42.3 $23.41 $23.80  $23.28  

Manufacturing $900.05 $973.44  $955.23  37.1 39.7 40.7 $24.26 $24.52  $23.47  

Trade, Transp., & Utilities $731.50 $712.66  $800.38  35.0 34.9 36.2 $20.90 $20.42  $22.11  

Financial Activities $999.94 $1,001.17  $995.40  38.4 39.2 39.5 $26.04 $25.54  $25.20  

Prof. & Business Services $795.02 $789.61  $793.26  34.9 34.8 34.4 $22.78 $22.69  $23.06  

Education & Health Srvcs. $782.81 $784.79  $717.81  33.8 33.9 33.7 $23.16 $23.15  $21.30  

Leisure and Hospitality $342.29 $360.47  $346.44  26.7 28.7 27.3 $12.82 $12.56  $12.69  

GULFPORT-BILOXI-PASCAGOULA MSA       
Total Private $836.64 $866.44  $890.71  33.6 35.7 36.7 $24.90 $24.27  $24.27  

HATTIESBURG MSA           

Total Private $784.23 $797.94  $782.94  33.4 34.1 34.1 $23.48 $23.40  $22.96  

JACKSON MSA               

Total Private $820.72 $833.49  $840.49  33.9 34.7 35.3 $24.21 $24.02  $23.81  

          
Production Workers        
 Average Weekly Earnings Average Weekly Hours Average Hourly Earnings 

 Preliminary Revised Revised Prelim. Revised Revised Prelim. Revised Revised 
  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 

MISSISSIPPI 
Manufacturing $806.74 $843.63  $851.85  38.0 39.7 40.7 $21.23 $21.25  $20.93  

  Durable Goods $739.13 $803.90  $917.09  36.5 39.1 43.3 $20.25 $20.56  $21.18  

  Nondurable Goods $909.97 $902.34  $738.84  40.3 40.5 36.2 $22.58 $22.28  $20.41  
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Consumer Price Index 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic Impact on September 2020 Consumer Price Index Data - Data 
collection by personal visit for the Consumer Price Index (CPI) program has been suspended since March 16, 2020. 
When possible, data normally collected by personal visit were collected either online or by phone. Additionally, data 
collection in September was affected by the temporary closing or limited operations of certain types of 
establishments. These factors resulted in an increase in the number of prices considered temporarily unavailable and 
imputed. While the CPI program attempted to collect as much data as possible, many indexes are based on smaller 
amounts of collected prices than usual, and a small number of indexes that are normally published were not 
published this month. Additional information is available at www.bls.gov/covid19/effects-of-covid-19-pandemic-on-
consumer-price-index.htm. 
 

CPI - All Urban Consumers (U) 

Expenditure Category Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 
Monthly Change Annual Change 
Net Percent Net Percent 

  All Items (1982-84=100) 260.3 259.9 256.8 0.4   0.2   3.5   1.4   

  Food & Beverages 268.5 268.4 258.6 0.1   0.0   9.9   3.8   

  Housing 273.1 272.9 267.8 0.2   0.1   5.3   2.0   

     Shelter 327.1 327.0 320.6 0.1   0.0   6.5   2.0   

         Rent of primary residence 342.9 342.4 333.8 0.5   0.1   9.1   2.7   

 Apparel 119.4 116.3 127.0 3.1   2.7   (7.6)  (6.0)  

 Transportation 202.7 202.4 209.4 0.3   0.1   (6.7)  (3.2)  

 Medical Care 522.5 523.3 501.5 (0.8)  (0.2)  21.0   4.2   

 Recreation * 122.2 122.1 120.4 0.1   0.1   1.8   1.5   

 Education & Communication * 141.4 141.3 138.4 0.1   0.1   3.0   2.2   

 Other Goods & Services 463.7 462.8 453.2 0.9   0.2   10.5   2.3   
 *Indexes on a December 1997 = 100 base  -  Data is rounded.   
For further information on the differences between the two CPI series visit the BLS website: bls.gov 
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Comparative Labor Force Estimates 

  Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 

  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

MISSISSIPPI 

Civilian Labor Force 1,292,900 1,235,400  1,276,000  57,500  4.7  16,900  1.3  

Unemployed 87,600 97,300  68,200  (9,700) (10.0)  19,400  28.4  

   Unemployment Rate 6.8% 7.9% 5.3% (1.1) XXX 1.5  XXX 

Employed 1,205,300 1,138,100  1,207,800  67,200  5.9  (2,500)  (0.2)  

                
  Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 

  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

GULFPORT-BILOXI-PASCAGOULA MSA 

Civilian Labor Force 168,840 162,840  163,450  6,000  3.7  5,390  3.3  

Unemployed 12,030 13,430  8,950  (1,400) (10.4)  3,080  34.4  

   Unemployment Rate 7.1% 8.2% 5.5% (1.1) XXX 1.6  XXX 

Employed 156,810 149,410  154,500  7,400  5.0  2,310  1.5  

                
  Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 

  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

HATTIESBURG MSA 

Civilian Labor Force 70,920 67,000  68,330  3,920  5.9  2,590  3.8  

Unemployed 4,200 4,830  3,230  (630) (13.0)  970  30.0  

   Unemployment Rate 5.9% 7.2% 4.7% (1.3) XXX 1.2  XXX 

Employed 66,720 62,170  65,100  4,550  7.3  1,620  2.5  

                
  Preliminary Revised Revised Monthly Change Annual Change 

  Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 Net Percent Net Percent 

JACKSON MSA 

Civilian Labor Force 273,540 258,430  267,680  15,110  5.8  5,860  2.2  

Unemployed 16,720 18,210  12,720  (1,490) (8.2)  4,000  31.4  

   Unemployment Rate 6.1% 7.0% 4.8% (0.9) XXX 1.3  XXX 

Employed 256,820 240,220  254,960  16,600  6.9  1,860  0.7  
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Mississippi Unemployment Claims Data  

Regular UI Sep-20 Aug-20 Sep-19 
Monthly Change Annual Change 

Net Percent Net Percent 

Initial Claims 18,631 20,289  3,936  (1,658) (8.2) 14,695  373.3  

Continued Claims 342,052 554,653  35,109  (212,601) (38.3) 306,943  874.3  

Benefits Paid $47,672,352 $74,839,997  $4,841,136  ($27,167,645) (36.3) $42,831,216  884.7  

Weeks Paid 263,518 421,690  23,288  (158,172) (37.5) 240,230  1,031.6  

First Payments 4,763 9,235  1,523  (4,472) (48.4) 3,240  212.7  

Final Payments 15,635 8,638  487  6,997  81.0  15,148  3110.5  

Avg. Weekly Benefit $180.91 $177.48  $207.88  $3.43  1.9  ($26.97) (13.0) 
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